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Welcome to the 2007 New England Wildflower Society Nursery Catalog. We hope this Catalog will become an 
important source of information about the plants we grow and sell. Please remember that this is a small nursery and, 
while we would like to have sufficient quantities of plants to meet demand, it is inevitable that many of our most 
popular items will sell out quickly. We operate on a first come, first served basis, so come early for the widest 
selection. Please note that this is not an availability list. All plants available at this time will be out on the sales tables 
ext to the Visitor Center. We continue to restock these tables until the plants are sold out. Copies of our current 
vailability list are available in the Visitor Center and on our web site at newenglandWILD.org.  
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We do not mail order plants, but we do mail order seeds from January through mid-March. Our Seed  
Catalog is posted on our web site early in January. Seed sales are over for 2007, but you can view last 
year's seed catalog for reference at: www.newenglandWILD.org/seeds.  
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General Information and Planting Suggestions 
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Hardiness Zones 
We have included USDA Hardiness Zone ratings in this catalog and the zone map. Hardiness zones indicate areas where the average 
minimum winter temperatures in a given year fall within a certain range. For example, Garden in the Woods lies in USDA Zone 6, 
where average winter minimums are 5–10 degrees below zero Fahrenheit. So a plant hardy to zone 6 would be able to tolerate 10 
below zero without substantial damage. These zones represent averages, so for example we can have one winter here with minimums 
that put us into zone 5 and another that places us in zone 7. Other factors, such as wind and sun exposure, soil moisture levels and 
fertility, summer temperature, and the onset and duration of severe cold also influence plant hardiness. Use these ratings as a guide, 
but always take them with a grain of salt. If you are unsure, be conservative, and only try plants that are rated for a zone colder than 
your garden. You will need to learn through experience which plants will be hardy within the microclimate of your garden. 
 

 
 

Planting Herbaceous Species 
Gardeners can plant container-grown herbaceous species (meaning they die to the ground in winter) any time the soil is workable. To 
plant them, loosen soil with a spade, work in amendments (compost, sand, lime, etc.—see above) if needed. Remove the plant from its 
container and place the root ball so the crown (point where the above ground and below ground parts of the plant meet) is at soil level. 
Planting too deep or too shallow is a common source of failure, so be careful. If the roots look really tangled and matted, lightly tease 
them a bit, but do not cut or break them. Firm the soil around roots by hand—use just enough force to make the plant secure in the 
ground. Apply a 2 inch layer of mulch once you’ve finished planting and water them in. 
 
Woody Plants 
Gardeners can plant container-grown wood plants any time the soil is workable. Planting holes for woody plants should only be dug to 
the depth of the root ball. Setting the plant in a deeper hole, even if it has been backfilled, will usually cause settling that can suffocate 
the plant. It is much better for root establishment to dig a wide, shallow planting area (3–5 times the diameter of the root ball) rather 
than a deep hole. If your root ball is 12 inches deep and 16 inches wide, prepare an area 4 feet in diameter by digging down 6 inches 
and amending it as described above under “Soils” and “Fertilizers.” You will need to dig a little deeper in the center (to 12 inches) to 
accommodate the root ball. If the plant is wrapped in burlap, check to see if it is real burlap—a rough-woven natural fabric that is 
brown or sometimes green. Natural burlap can be left in place as it rots away quickly. Plant burlap wood plants in the spring or fall. 
 
If the ball is wrapped in synthetic burlap, usually a plastic material that looks like coarse woven fabric, it must be completely removed 
before planting. In either case, cut any twine or wire away from the trunk once the plant is settled in the planting hole. Set the ball into 
the hole so that the crown of the plant (where the trunk flares out at the base of the tree) is level with the finished soil surface. 
Container-grown material should be removed from its container and planted in the same way. If the roots are twined and matted, use a 
sharp knife to lightly score the root ball about 1 inch deep down two sides. This procedure is unnecessary with balled and burlapped 
material. Backfill the planting hole and tamp the soil down with just enough pressure to stabilize the plant—too much will overly 
compact the soil. Apply a 2 inch layer of mulch once you’ve finished planting and water them in. 
 




