(Subject line: Earth Day Message and Happy Spring from New England Wild Flower Society)
Dear Members and Friends,  

Happy Earth Day! With your membership, every day is Earth Day. Thanks for your support. We celebrate with our Earth Day Festival at Garden in the Woods on April 22, but also mark the event by considering profound environmental issues facing our native flora   Read our article on Climate Change and download your own copy of the New England Wild Flower Society’s Climate Change Policy, at http://www.newenglandWILD.org/conserve/policy.htm#climate.
Welcome spring sunshine! Come visit Garden in the Woods now open daily,  and Nasami Farm, opening Friday, April 20, and see lots of plants we’re offering for the first time. Come say hello to staff, too. On May 5, we’d like to invite you for a Nasami Farm Open House to meet our new personnel, including Ron Wik, Nursery Business Director, and also to see the design plans for the new Native Plant Center. Starting May 6 through June 3, we’ll have FREE Sunday Seminars at Nasami at 1 pm, and we hope you’ll come often. Learn more at http://www.newenglandWILD.org/nasami.
I just took a peek at the nursery sales area to see that two of my favorite woody plants--Aesculus pavia (red buckeye) and Comptonia peregrina (sweetfern) are newly available in quantity this year in small, ready-to-plant sizes. Also looking particularly fetching is the Erythronium tuolumnense (trout lily), a superb spring ephemeral. Bill Cullina talks about spring ephemerals on the Martha Stewart TV Show on April 26. It’s LIVE at 10 a.m. in most areas, but check your local listings to hear Bill on the air in his new role as the Society’s Horticultural Research Director. 

Conservation is a serious issue, but here at the Society we also have a lot of fun learning more about native flora and putting our new knowledge to work. If you’ve always wondered about the Society’s Certificate Program, now with four new options, catch the last of the Orientation Sessions and lectures on April 23, hosted at the Montshire Museum of Science in Norwich, Vermont. Find out details at http://www.newenglandWILD.org/courses/2006CertificatePrograms.html.
Thanks to the volunteers helping to build the upcoming ART GOES WILD 75th anniversary exhibit at the Garden. Artist W. Gary Smith led an inspiring training workshop for all. Read the story in your 2007 Garden and Nursery News, coming to your mailbox soon. MARK YOUR CALENDARS now for the GRAND OPENING of ART GOES WILD on May 19. Watch Will Curtis come alive again during a reenactment performance at the dedication ceremonies marking 75 years of the Garden. The Resophonics will share their superb folk and bluegrass sound at the Woodland Stage, and we’ll pause to consider the past and look to the future. Help us celebrate and read the full story at http://www.newenglandWILD.org/artgoeswild.
The May 18 “Art of Livable Landscapes” SYMPOSIUM  promises to be a remarkable experience for all of us, featuring Rick Darke, W. Gary Smith, and our own Gwen Stauffer giving us a look into the future of native plants, design, and sustainability. Register at registrar@newenglandWILD.org. I look forward to greeting you there! 

This spring is chock full of wonderful changes. Hortus Landscapes of South Natick installed a lovely new stone patio, sparing no effort to create a magnificent result. We appreciate the generosity of Painters Pride of Framingham, for donating a peachy new interior for our Museum Store. Drop by and try our NEW fresh sandwiches, coffee, and cookies for sale. We’re starting our new book selection from the ground up—literally—with lots of books on the latest thinking about good soils, such as Teaming with Microbes: A Gardener’s Guide to the Soil Food Web. Look for this and other hit titles at the store, and coming soon to the web.  

May all your flowers bloom and your pollinators be plentiful. 

Happy Earth Day, 
Deb

Debra Strick, PR and Marketing Director

and the entire New England Wild Flower Society staff

FIND MORE Society news, including links to our website with the latest updates at http://www.newenglandWILD.org/whatsnew.htm.
If you would like us to remove your email address from this list, please write to remove@newfs.org.
